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Vatican in World Politics (Gaer 
Associates). When Hitler’s victory 
began to look doubtful, and the 
Vatican shifted toward anchoring its 
fortunes to Wall Street, Coughlin 
became a source of embarrassment 
to the Vatican and had to be silenced 
by the Detroit archbishop. 


The new line as it affected la- 


bor was developed through the 
A.C.T.U., numerous labor schools 
and an extraordinary propaganda in 
the trade unions, directed especially 
through publishing and educational 
institutions of the Jesuits. Quadra- 
gesimo Anno was brought into the 
unions with full force. Poisonous 
antiCommunism became the pri- 
mary content of A.C.T.U. activity. 
- The A.C.T.U. forces formed a 
united front with the Social-Demo- 
crats, Trotskyites and America 
Firsters on a policy of sabotage of 
the war against Hitler. 

They sabotaged the Allied war 
effort just as long as there was even 
slight hope for a negotiated peace 
with Hitler and a shift of the war 
against the U.S.S.R. It was when 
the Vatican took the final step to 
tie its fortunes to the Truman Doc- 
trine, that the A.C.T.U. and allied 
Catholic groups became ardent 
forces for the cold war and equally 
ardent for the papal class-peace line 
in industry. 

Never in all American labor his- 
tory was a disruptive force within 
it as vicious. The first of the current 
wave of cannibalistic raids on pro- 
gressive-led unions, begun in Con- 


ro 


necticut in 1947, was aided by priests 
who waved the threat of excom 
nication over those who refused 
join the Right-wing raiders, 
since, those raids have been bl 
by priests with Philip Murra 
close friend, Father Charles O. Ri 
the most notorious among them, 
American unions, virtually free. 
religious dividing lines in their 
history, were getting it now in ext 
large doses. Where the A.C.T.U 
influence dominated, there also 
the stench of intolerance, esp 
that subtle anti-Semitism so 
teristic of Vatican influence, 
By the time of the 1949 conver 
of the C.I.O., the hierarchy’s f 
advanced in that organizati 
positions stronger than they had 
held in any American union. — 
The fruits of that conventi 
policy were not slow in matur 
Several weeks later came the | 
don conference at which that 
shall Plan tool, the Internati 
Confederation of Free Trade Uni 
was launched. It was highligh 
an invitation extended to the Ca 
lic unions of Europe to join. It 
to the two American delegates v 
a “Socialist” reputation in E 
Walter Reuther and David — 


tion idea to the traditional 
clerical Socialist delegates. T. 
were credited with the “compro: 
that eventually carried—and e 
then over the opposition of a bloc « 
Socialist votes, : aa 
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= Mccall at least twice in the C.1.O.’s 
official organ and several times in 
Carey's 1.U.E. News. There is also 


- increasing evidence of Jim Crow in 


the C.L.O. Right-wing unions, in a 
number of cases, had notations to 
; posi convention calls that credentials 
of Negroes be noted so accomm: 
tions could be arranged for ‘ess 
where they would be “tolerated.” 
Many members have been shocked to 
learn that in the Memphis C.LO. hall 
separate washrooms are marked for 
“white” and “colored.” Add to this 
the fact that in the past year the 
CJ.O.’s main energy in the South 
has been devoted to smashing the 
unions that have been exemplary in 
the advancement of the interests of 
the Negro workers (Bessemer, Win- 
ston-Salem) and we get quite an 
ugly picture of race supremacy. 


_ HOW TO MEET THE MENACE 


From the foregoing it is evident 
that Carey’s call for an alliance with 
fascism was not a sudden brain- 
storm, It. flows directly from his 
Vatican handbook. Has not the Vati- 
can been, or still is, in alliance with 
every fascist power in the name of 
“anti-Communism”—with Mussolini, 
Hitler, Franco, Salazar, Vichy 
France’s Petain, Tiso of pre-demo- 
cratic Slovakia, and Peron? At this 
writing it seems inconceivable that 
even a sizable minority in the 
C.LO.’s leadership would support 
Carey’s pro-fascist call. But the fact 
that the Secretary-Treasurer of the 


CLO. had so openly and 


taken such a stand indicates 


the Vatican’s hand has Mi 


reached and how arrogan 


in labor ranks are becoming. 


Faced with the gall of 
tools like Carey, and others 
who still hold their tongues. 
the labor movement will 
edly become more aroused | 
against the menace. 7 
gressives have the res 
showing initiative and ef 
ership in this struggle. 

First and foremost, it i 
distinguish the Catholic 
and its agents from the | 
workers and other com 
of Catholic faith. The fo 


“sents a reactionary fo: 


world, the rich indu: 
landowners, among wh 
can itself is one of the m 
ful; and it is anchored to 
acy of Wall Street impe 
the other hand, the mas 
lics in America are the 
ous dwellers of the citi 
largest single denominat 
the industrial workers, es 
the major industries like au 


steel, shipbuilding, buildin 


transport, textile, electri 
workers also make up the 
nificant section of the 


-moyement—and often its 1 m 


tant. 

It is the height of stl 
falsehood to throw 
and the mass of Ca 
group. Their econo’ 
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manner for standing by those de- 
mands. This was done at a moment 
when miners were in their worst 
starvation period and organizations 
everywhere were gathering food to 
sustain them in that fight. The 
A.C.T.U, organ openly counseled the 
coal operators not to give the miners 
a raise. 

Fourthly, the implied bigotry in 
the very idea of a Catholic-dominated 
trade-union movement should be 
noted. As we have shown, the theory 
of Quadragesimo Anno is that the 
problems of a union come under the 
“supreme jurisdiction” of the Roman 


Catholic Church, and that through | 


its followers organized in “associa- 
tions” within a union it seeks to 
“impart” an influence over the “en- 
tire” union that obviously leaves 
non-Catholics in a second-class cate- 
gory. Anti-Semitism and “white 
supremacy” are inevitable by-pro- 
ducts of such intolerance, much of 
which had already ‘revealed itself 
since the Vatican’s influence became 
pronounced in the C.I.0.’s life. 
_ Fifthly, the A.C.T.U. and other 
agencies of the hierarchy in labor's 
ranks are an extremely tiny group. 
Their activities are obviously not a 
popular attraction among the Catho- 
lic workers. Moreover, they operate 
as secret groups, with a handful of 
operators behind the scenes, They 
barely put out much literature in 


ir own name, relying almost en- 
ap on the widely-distributed 
books and pamphlets issued by the 
Paulist Fathers and other Roman 
Catholic publishers. They rely 
mainly on the disciplinary power of 
the church among Catholics and 
religious prejudice to mobilize sup- 
port for their disruptive campaigns 
in the unions. Their exposure as a 
small clique that masks its objec- 
tive by a religion would strip them 
to the handful they really are. 

Finally, the company-union, class- 
collaborationist nature of, the papal 
and A.C.T.U. program for labor is 
seldom brought out, even by those 
who do challenge the Vatican’s 
power, The A.C.T.U. and Jesuit 
writers frankly point to the profit- 
sharing schemes, labor-management 
speedup setups (notably in non- 
union fields) as examples of what 
they want for all America (Spotlight 
on the Labor Unions, by Father 
William J. Smith, S. J.). The 
A.C.T.U, ideologists have tried to 
embellish their “industry-council 
plan” as some sort of a new social 
order in an effort to appease the 
growing mistrust among Catholic 
workers in capitalism, Their pro- 
gram should be reduced to what it 
is and exposed and fought as such— 
company unionism and the negation 
of the line of militant struggle. 
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